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1 Corinthians 1:10 (NKJV) 10 Now I plead with you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all
speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be perfectly joined together in the
same mind and in the same judgment. (The Living Bible reads, “Let there be real harmony among you so there
won’t be any split in the church. I plead with you to be of one mind, united in thought and purpose.”)
That's why we're doing this particular session, because in this session we want you to understand what the
purposes of this church are. You wouldn't join a service club or a philanthropic club or any kind of an organization
if you didn't know what it stood for and was organized around. Therefore it doesn't make sense to join a church if
you don't know what the church stands for and why it believes it exists. The reasons we at Good Hope church exist,
we've come up with these reasons from the scripture based on two main passages of Scripture.
The Great Commandment: “Jesus said, ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart...soul...and mind. This is the first
and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: Love your neighbor as yourself. All the Law and Prophets hang
on these two commandments.’” Matt. 22:36-40
The Great Commission: “Jesus said, ‘Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.” Matt. 28:19-20
•
•
•

To “Love God with all your heart” is “WORSHIP”.
To “Love your neighbor as yourself” is
“MINISTRY”.
To “Go...make disciples” is “EVANGELISM”.

•
•

To “Baptize...” is to “INCORPORATE INTO
FELLOWSHIP”.
To “Teach them...all things” is “DISCIPLESHIP”.

So we exist for these five reasons:
1. To express our love to God through worship.
“Worship the Lord your God, and serve Him only.” Matt. 4:10
“...The Father seeks worshipers...and His worshippers must worship Him in spirit and in truth.” Jn 4:23-24
Expressions of Worship
• Singing (Eph. 5:19)
• Commitment (Romans 12:1-2)
• Praying (Ps. 95:6)
• Hearing the Word (John 17:17)

•
•
•
•

Giving (1 Cor. 16:1-2)
Baptism (Romans 6:3-4)
Meditating (Hab. 2:20)
Lord’s Supper (1 Cor. 11-23-26)

2. To express God’s love to others through ministry.
1 Corinthians 12:4-5, 27 (NKJV) 4 There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5 There are differences of
ministries, but the same Lord… 27 Now you are the body of Christ, and members individually. (v. 27 (Living Bible),
“All of you together form the one Body of Christ and each of you is a separate and necessary part of it.” )
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ARE YOU FRUSTRATED WITH THE CHRISTIAN LIFE? Your problem is that you need to find a meaningful way to
thank Jesus! Psalm 116:12 says, “What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits toward me?”Three ways that
we can serve God with what we have: our time (availability); our treasure (assets); and our talents (spiritual ability).
We love God and want to show our love for Him in a meaningful way. God knows that – that’s why He gave us gifts
and abilities – to show how much we love Him by serving Him in a meaningful way. At Good Hope every member
is a minister, every task is important, and every member is a “10” in some area.
WHAT IS MINISTRY? The Greek word for ministry is the word "diakonos". (We get our word “deacon” from this
Greek word, and it simply means “servant.” Ministry is using whatever God has given me to serve him and
the needs of others. Ministry always functions in the context of the church family.
WE MINISTER IN THREE DIRECTIONS
1. First we minister to the Lord.
2. Then we minister to other believers. (Hebrews 6:10 says, “For God is not unjust to forget your work and
labor of love which you have shown toward His name, in that you have ministered to the saints.”)
3. Then we also minister to unbelievers. (Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good
works and glorify your Father in heaven. See Matthew 5:13-16)
WE MINISTER TO THREE AREAS OF NEED - You're made of a spirit, a soul, and a body and we believe ministry
involves those three things.
1. We minister to people's physical needs. (for I was hungry…thirsty…a stranger…naked…sick…in
prison…and the King will answer and say to them, 'Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one
of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.' - read Matthew 25:35-36, 40) (also Matthew 10:42
(NKJV) 42 And whoever gives one of these little ones only a cup of cold water in the name of a disciple,
assuredly, I say to you, he shall by no means lose his reward." )
2. To people's emotional needs. (1 Thessalonians 5:14 (NKJV) 14 Now we exhort you, brethren, warn those
who are unruly, comfort the fainthearted, uphold the weak, be patient with all.)
3. To people's spiritual needs. (2 Corinthians 5:18 (NKJV) 18 Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us
to Himself through Jesus Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; and Colossians 1:28
(NKJV) Him we preach, warning every man and teaching every man in all wisdom, that we may present
every man perfect in Christ Jesus.)
THE PURPOSE OF MINISTRY 1 Cor. 12:7, 27 (Living Bible) reads, “The Holy Spirit displays God's power through
each of us as a means of helping the entire church… All of you together are the one body of Christ and each one
of you is a separate and necessary part. " (Read 1 Corinthians 12:5-7, 11, 12, 18, 25-27)
What is the purpose of ministry? Underline "Each of us as a means of helping the entire church."

GOD WANTS TO USE ME TO _____HELP THE CHURCH GROW_______

What the Bible teaches about Ministry
1. I'VE BEEN CREATED FOR MINISTRY. (Eph. 2:10)
2. I'VE BEEN SAVED FOR MINISTRY. (2 timothy 1:9)
3. I'VE BEEN CALLED INTO MINISTRY. (Gal. 1:15; Eph. 4:1; 1 Pet. 2:9-10; 1 Pet. 2:5)
4. I'VE BEEN GIFTED FOR MINISTRY (1 Pet. 4:10)
5. I'VE BEEN AUTHORIZED FOR MINISTRY. (Matthew 28:18-20; 2 Cor. 5:20)
6. I'M COMMANDED TO MINISTER. (Matt. 20:28; Col. 4:17)
7. I'M TO BE PREPARED FOR MINISTRY. (Eph. 4:11-12)
8. THE BODY OF CHRIST NEEDS MY MINISTRY. (Matt. 9:36-38; 1 Cor. 12:27)
9. I AM ACCOUNTABLE FOR MINISTRY. (Romans 14:12; and The Parable of the Talents: Matt. 25:14-30)
10. I WILL BE REWARDED FOR MINISTRY. (Col. 3:23-24; Matt. 25:23)

A LIFE CHANGING TRUTH - MY PRIMARY IDENTITY: I AM A MINISTER OF JESUS CHRIST!
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1 Corinthians 12:13-24 (NKJV) 13 For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body… 21 And the eye cannot
say to the hand, "I have no need of you"; nor again the head to the feet, "I have no need of you." 22 No, much
rather, those members of the body which seem to be weaker are necessary… 24 … But God composed the body,
having given greater honor to that part which lacks it, (v. 24, Living Bible reads, “So God put the body together in
such a way that extra honor and care are given to those parts that might otherwise seem less important." )
Implications from Paul's Anatomy Lesson: (See also 1
Cor. 12:1-31)
* Every member is a minister in Christ's body.
* Every member has a different function.
* Every member's ministry is important.
* Every member belongs to the others.

DISCOVERING MY MINISTRY (ROMANS 12:1-8)
STEP 1: DEDICATE My Body (12:1)
STEP 2: Eliminate Competing Distractions (12:2)
STEP 3: Evaluate My Strengths (12:3)
STEP 4: Cooperate With Other Believers (12:5)
STEP 5: Activate My Gifts (12:6-8)

3. To share the Gospel with the lost through evangelism.
Ephesians 3:10 (NKJV) 10 to the intent that now the manifold wisdom of God might be made known by the church …
Romans 10:13-14 (NKJV) 13 For "whoever calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved." 14 How then shall they call
on Him in whom they have not believed? And how shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? And how
shall they hear without a preacher?
WHY OUR CHURCH MUST NEVER STOP GROWING
1. Because GOD LOVES PEOPLE (“The Lord...is patient, not wanting anyone to perish, but wants everyone to come
to repentance.” 2 Pet. 3:9; ALSO 2 Cor. 5:14, Luke 15:3-10, Matt. 9:12-13)
2. Because GOD COMMANDS US TO REACH OUT (Luke 14:23 (NKJV) 23 Then the master said to the servant, 'Go out
into the highways and hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house may be filled. Acts 1:8 (NKJV) 8 But
you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem,
and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth." )
3. Because GROWTH IS GOD’S WILL (Colossians 2:19 (NKJV) 19 and not holding fast to the Head, from whom all the
body, nourished and knit together by joints and ligaments, grows with the increase that is from God. - Good News
Bible reads, “Under Christ’s control, the whole Body is nourished...and grows as God wants it to grow.” AND
“(Jesus) I will build my church.” Matt. 16:18)
Unbiblical Excuses For Not Growing:
“God isn’t interested in numbers.”
“Our church wants quality not quantity.”

“Large churches are impersonal”

We believe our church must grow___LARGER_____ and __SMALLER__ at the same time. (“The Good News of the
Kingdom will be preached to the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and THEN the end will come.” Matt. 24:14)
4. To connect God's people into His family, which is fellowship.
Our church connects God’s people into His family at Good Hope in three ways:
Profession of Faith in Jesus Christ. People who join through a profession of faith in Jesus are making public their belief
in Jesus Christ as personal Lord and Savior. They follow this profession with public baptism by immersion.
Statement of Faith. People join this way when they have already accepted Jesus Christ as Savior, but do not have
church membership. If this person has not been baptized by immersion, they do so.
Transfer of Letter. If people join who are members of a sister Baptist church that baptizes by immersion, they may
join by transferring their letter of membership to Good Hope Baptist Church.
5. To educate God's people, which is discipleship.
“Let us leave the elementary teachings about Christ and go on to maturity...” Heb. 6:1
“Grow in grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 2 Peter 3:18
“(God has given)...some to be pastors and teachers, to prepare God’s people for works of ministry, so that the
Body of Christ may be built up until we all...become mature...like Christ.” Eph. 4:11-13
EVERYONE NEEDS TO BE INVOLVED IN A SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS AND/OR WOMEN’S AND MEN’S BIBLE STUDY.
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