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Savior of the World
A Quick Look at the Gospel According to Luke
Introduction to Luke


Luke, a physician, writes with the compassion and warmth of a family doctor as he carefully documents the perfect humanity of the Son of Man, Jesus Christ. Luke emphasizes Jesus’ ancestry, birth, and early life before moving carefully and chronologically through His earthly ministry. During Paul’s two-year Caesarean imprisonment, Luke may have traveled in Palestine to gather information from eyewitnesses of Jesus’ ministry. 
READ LUKE and You’ll see Jesus Christ, the _______ of the World - Luke’s Gospel describes how God entered human history. Jesus, the sinless Son of God, was born of a virgin (2:1-7), grew and matured as a human boy and young man (2:52), resisted Satan’s temptations (4:1-13), taught and ministered among the people (4:14–21:38), was betrayed by Judas and deserted by his closest followers (22:1-62), was convicted and executed as a common criminal (22:63–23:56), rose from the dead (24:1-49), and ascended into heaven (24:50-51). Jesus is an exemplar for all people. After a perfect ministry, he provided a perfect sacrifice for our sin so that men and women of all races and nations could be saved.

READ LUKE and You’ll see _________________ - Luke was a medical doctor and historian. He put great emphasis on dates and details, connecting Jesus to events and people in history. Luke made sure that what he was writing was historically accurate, in every detail. He wanted believers, especially Theophilus, to be confident and secure in their faith. Inspired by the Holy Spirit, Luke faithfully recorded God’s message for his first-century audience and for believers throughout the ages. Christians today can believe in the reliability of Luke’s history of Jesus’ life. Even if approached as a secular document, this Gospel presents solid evidence for its historicity and accuracy.

READ LUKE and You’ll see Jesus Reaching Out to _____________ - Luke seems to have made a point of highlighting this aspect of the Lord’s ministry. Luke 8:1-3, for example, lists several women as close followers and supporters. This fits, of course, with Greek and Roman culture where women were active participants in business, politics, and household management (see, for example, Acts 16:13-15; 17:4, 12). It would have been almost scandalous, however, in Jewish culture where men and women were separated in the synagogue and only men could be taught by the rabbis.
READ LUKE and You’ll see ____________________ - As a perfect human, Jesus showed tender sympathy to the poor, the despised, the hurt, and the sinful. No one was rejected or ignored by him. Jesus healed the sick, diseased, and crippled. His compassion reached across racial lines and broke with convention. Jesus’ compassion shows that he is more than an idea or teacher; he tenderly cares for each person. Know that only his kind of deep love can satisfy you. Whatever your need, bring it to the Savior.

READ LUKE and You’ll see the Ministry of the ________________ - The Holy Spirit was present at Jesus’ birth, baptism, ministry, and resurrection. Jesus lived in dependence on the Holy Spirit. This emphasis is carried over into Luke’s sequel, the book of Acts, where we see Christians thoroughly immersed and motivated by the Holy Spirit. 

INTERESTING FACTS ABOUT LUKE’S GOSPEL
:

1. Luke’s Gospel is the only one that tells us about the salvation of the dying thief who was crucified with Jesus.

2. Luke’s Gospel gives us the most complete account of Christ’s birth, childhood, and ancestry.

3. Luke has been called the “Gospel of Womanhood” because he emphasizes the role of women, referring to them 43 times.

4. Luke’s account is viewed as being by far the best literary work of the four Gospels. This is evidenced by the instance when French rationalistic critic and notorious nonbeliever, Ernest Renan, once said that Luke’s Gospel was “the most beautiful book ever written.”

5. Luke’s Gospel is the most socially-minded of the four Gospels, with more recorded instances of Jesus’ dealings with the poor, strangers, and so on.

6. Luke was a physician (Colossians 4:14); therefore, he uses many medical terms in his writing.

EXTRA MATERIAL ON LUKE:

1. Luke was a Medical Doctor. Colossians 4:14 uses the title of “doctor” for Luke. Many have attempted to prove Luke’s authorship of this Gospel by identifying medical terminology in it. In a few places, Luke presents more exact descriptions of diseases than Matthew or Mark. For instance, a fever is said to be “high” (4:38—compare this with Mark 1:30 in the Greek), and an advanced case of leprosy is described (5:12). Also, only this Gospel mentions a woman spending all of her money on doctors (8:43). 

2. Luke was a Precise Historian. Although Luke’s historical accuracy has been called into question by critical scholars on certain points (especially the census of Quirinius in 2:1-2 and references to the priesthoods of Annas and Caiaphas in 3:2), it is clear that Luke, more so than Matthew and Mark, took great pains to verify the historical accuracy of the accounts that he was retelling. In fact, the first few sentences present this as his express purpose: “Having carefully investigated all of these accounts from the beginning, I have decided to write a careful summary for you” (1:3 nlt). Historical references abound in the Gospel. For example, Luke dated Jesus’ birth by mentioning the reigning Roman emperor and the local governor (2:1); he even dated the beginning of John the Baptist’s ministry in the same way (3:1). This Gospel, along with the numerous details in Acts, reveals the careful and diligent research of a precise historian.

3. Luke was a Traveling Companion. Acts 16 is where Luke seems to have joined Paul, for “we” begins to be used to refer to Paul and company.
4. Parables Unique to Luke: Two debtors—7:41-50; The Good Samaritan—10:25-37; The persistent friend—11:5-10; The rich fool—12:13-21; The barren fig tree—13:6-9; The foolish builder—14:28-30; The foolish king—14:31-33; The lost sheep—15:1-7; The lost coin—15:8-10; The lost son—15:11-32; The shrewd manager—16:1-8; The rich man and Lazarus—16:19-31; The humble servant—17:7-10; The persistent widow—18:1-8; The Pharisee and the tax collector—18:9-14
Origen (185-254; Homilies on Luke 1): “For Matthew did not ‘take in hand’ but wrote by the Holy Spirit, and so did Mark and John and also equally Luke... For there is also the gospel ‘according to Thomas,’ and that ‘according to Matthias,’ and many others. … BUT THE CHURCH OF GOD ACCEPTS ONLY THE FOUR.”

Clement of Alexandria (150-215AD) – “...the earliest written gospels were those containing genealogies...”
SCHOLARLY MATERIAL ON LUKE
:

Lukan Authorship, with Paul’s Approval:


Origen (ca. 185-254) – “[Origen] testifies that he knows only four gospels... The first written was that according to the one-time tax collector but later apostle of Jesus Christ, Matthew, who published it for the believers from Judaism, composed in Hebrew characters [grammasin hebraikois]. And second, that according to Mark, composed as Peter guided... And third, that according to Luke, the gospel praised by Paul, composed for those from the Gentiles. After them all, that according to John.”

BACKGROUND HISTORY OF THE DEVELOPMENT OF LUKE’S GOSPEL

THE GENTILE MISSION PHASE (A.D. 42-62; ACTS 13-28)

At the very beginning the apostles and their disciples had been content to preach only to Jews and God-fearers (pagans who believed in the truth of Judaism). But three events helped to lay a foundation for the expansion of the church, soon to follow:


1) The dispersion of the disciples during the persecution and martyrdom of Stephen, which first brought missionaries to Antioch (Acts 11), who converted a number of pagans in that wealthy city.


2) The conversion of Paul, God’s chosen vessel to convert the Gentiles, on the road to Damascus (Acts 9).


3) The reception of the centurion Cornelius and his family into the church by Peter with the approval of the Jerusalem church (Acts 10-11), without the obligation to be circumcised or to keep the food and marriage regulations that prevented Jews from associating with Gentiles.

Understandably, in the first phase the apostles were far too busy with the problems of the church of Jerusalem to initiate a concerted drive to win over to Christ the Greek-speaking world of the Roman empire; their immediate concern was quite properly their fellow Jews. However, the rapidly increasing numbers of converts at Antioch finally persuaded the Jerusalem apostles to send Barnabas their to investigate the new development, and he in turn invited Paul to join him in instructing these new followers of Jesus, who were soon to be labeled “Christians” by the general public. A severe famine in 45-46 led the Christians of Antioch to send Barnabas and Paul back to Jerusalem with a large sum to relieve the Christians’ distress (Acts 11:25-30; 12:24-25). The Holy Spirit had intimated to Paul to use this opportunity to compare privately his teaching with that of the Twelve on the requirements of the church regarding the admission of Gentile converts. This was an urgent matter, as there was a powerful group of Pharisaic Christians in the mother church who wanted all converts to submit to the full rigor of the old law of Moses. Paul’s meeting with Peter, James, and John is recorded in his letter to the Galatians (2:1-10), and its outcome was a comprehensive understanding between him and the “pillars” (Paul’s term), which included an agreement to observe their respective fields of ministry and a decision not to ask Gentile converts to take on the obligations of the Mosaic law.

Shortly after Paul’s return to Antioch, the Holy Spirit called him and Barnabas to set out on their first missionary journey to the districts of southern Galatia. Paul’s astounding success (Acts 14-15) quickly aroused the hostility of the strict Pharisees of Jerusalem, who sent a delegation to remonstrate with him. A fierce debate then took place in Antioch, and since neither side would bend, Paul had no option but to go up to Jerusalem and argue for the freedom of the Gentiles before the pillars (Acts 15:1-6). He was, of course, certain about the outcome, since previously they had already acknowledged his complete orthodoxy. The recognition of Gentile freedom from the law of Moses at the Council of Jerusalem in mid-century thus marked another milestone in the progress of the church (Acts 15:16-35). During the third missionary journey, Paul came to recognize the paramount need to integrate into one harmonious body the Jewish Christians and their Mosaic-Pharisaic traditions and the Greek and Roman converts. In his great letter to the Romans he had, in fact, already produced the necessary theological synthesis (Romans 9-11). 

His missionary experience had proved that the Gospel of Matthew, which he was faithfully using as a follow-up to his oral teaching, did not answer all the questions of his Asian and Greek converts. This made him acutely aware of the need for a presentation of the Gospel nuanced to suit the mentality of the Hellenistic world. He was now faced with a twofold task: (1) to produce a version of Matthew’s Gospel that would meet the spiritual needs of the Greek world and (2) to make sure that this modified version would be acceptable to peter and the other pillars.

Before he came to the end of his third missionary journey Paul had chosen the man he needed for this difficult and delicate undertaking. His friend Luke, a physician, who joined him on the latter stages of his voyage back to Jerusalem. While there Paul found himself disenchanted by the reserved attitude of the elders who looked askance at what they regarded as the too easy terms on which Paul was admitting Greeks into the church. The Holy Spirit was now urging him to look toward Rome, and so he was longing to go there (Acts 19:21-22). As it so happened, Paul’s hope did not materialize immediately because of his detention by the Romans for more than two years in their headquarters in Caesarea. Nevertheless, this enforced stay in Palestine turned out to be a blessing inasmuch as it provided Luke with sufficient time to check the details in Matthew’s account of the life and ministry of Jesus, to interview many of those who had known him some thirty years before, and to prepare a new Gospel document closely modeled on Matthew’s.

Through hindsight we can determine the assignment that Luke received from Paul by comparing the Gospels of Luke and Matthew and by noting Luke’s deviations. In the first place, Luke carefully followed the main structure of Matthew throughout and generally adhered to the order of its various sections and anecdotes, though he also made highly interesting changes. For example, his story of the birth of Jesus is totally different from Matthew’s, which (as we have noted) was almost entirely apologetic in tone and content. Luke, however, provided a straightforward narrative that stems either directly or indirectly from Mary herself. When Luke came to Jesus’ Galilean ministry he added certain details to each of the stories from Matthew’s Gospel that he decided to adopt. Indeed, in one way or another he absorbed nearly everything that Matthew had written, and yet managed to add a good deal of extra material. Luke did this by omitting a number of duplicate stories (e.g. the famous Lukan omission of Matthew 14:22-16:12) and by inserting into the heart of the Matthean text at the end of the Galilean ministry (Matt. 19:1-2) a section of no less than nine long chapters, Luke’s central section (9:51-18:14), comprising (1) the excerpts that he had extracted from Matthew’s six great discourses in order to lighten the content of his own version of them and (2) additional sayings and parables that Luke had collected. All the time he was composing, Luke kept his eye on the audience and readership for which Paul needed this Gospel, in particular on the Greeks’ scientific bent, their desire to know names and dates and times, and their interest in the emancipation of women. Moreover, he made it his aim to reveal an aspect of Jesus that would impress the Gentile reader, namely by exhibiting him as a hero blessed by God, one too good for this world.
Luke completed his task in time to accompany Paul on the journey by sea to Rome, but there were two reasons for holding up the publication of his Gospel. In the first place, it was not a first-hand account since neither Luke nor Paul had been eyewitnesses of the ministry of Jesus, but was in the main a work of historical investigation; if it was to have credibility it would need the support of an eyewitness such as Peter. In the second place, and even more serious, was the possibility that the publication of this manifesto for Paul’s Gentile converts would result in another eruption from the circumcision party, which was still active and was to remain so until the destruction of the temple in 70. Therefore, Luke’s Gospel could not be published until this peril had been diffused. 

Luke as a Literary Masterpiece:
 It is composed in the kind of writing that a cultured citizen of the Greco-Roman world would expect to find in the biography of a great statesman or national hero. That is, of the four canonical Gospels, Luke conforms most clearly to the contemporary convention of bios literature – the genre of ancient biographies. The biographer was expected to extol the virtues of his hero by relating how his subject had been favored at birth by the gods; how he had compelled the admiration of everyone by his moral and physical excellence; how he had won the unsolicited acclaim of his fellow citizens by his exploits on behalf of his nation; how he had courageously confronted his enemies’ jealousy and enmity; and how in his noble death he had displayed all the qualities of his life at their best. Finally, there had to be an epilogue recounting the lasting benefits of his virtuous life, thus proving that he had not lived in vain and had left behind a glorious name.
READ LUKE AND YOU’LL FIND... (teacher material)

Jesus Christ, the Savior (1:26-38; 2:1-52; 3:21-23; 4:1-44; 5:1-39; 6:1-11, 46-49; 7:1-50; 8:22-56; 9:18-45, 57-62; 10:16, 21-24; 11:14-32; 12:8-12, 35-59; 13:31-35; 14:15-35; 17:20-37; 18:18-34; 19:28-48; 20:1-47; 21:25-36; 22:14-71; 23:1-56; 24:1-53). Luke’s Gospel describes how God entered human history. Jesus, the sinless Son of God, was born of a virgin (2:1-7), grew and matured as a human boy and young man (2:52), resisted Satan’s temptations (4:1-13), taught and ministered among the people (4:14–21:38), was betrayed by Judas and deserted by his closest followers (22:1-62), was convicted and executed as a common criminal (22:63–23:56), rose from the dead (24:1-49), and ascended into heaven (24:50-51). Jesus is an exemplar for all people. After a perfect ministry, he provided a perfect sacrifice for our sin so that men and women of all races and nations could be saved. Importance for today. Jesus is the unique Son of God, humanity’s perfect leader and only Savior. He offers forgiveness to all who will accept him as Lord of their lives and who believe that what he says is true. Christians know this profound truth. Christ has changed their lives, forever. They also have the great responsibility to share the Good News with others. The world is lost, with millions heading for eternal separation from God. These men, women, and children need to meet and know the Savior. You know the truth about the Truth, your Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. What are you doing to share the gospel with others?

History (1:1-4; 2:1-3; 3:1-2, 23-38; 13:1-4; 23:6-7). Luke was a medical doctor and historian. He put great emphasis on dates and details, connecting Jesus to events and people in history. Luke made sure that what he was writing was historically accurate, in every detail. He wanted believers, especially Theophilus, to be confident and secure in their faith. Inspired by the Holy Spirit, Luke faithfully recorded God’s message for his first-century audience and for believers throughout the ages. Importance for today. Christians today can believe in the reliability of Luke’s history of Jesus’ life. Even if approached as a secular document, this Gospel presents solid evidence for its historicity and accuracy. What is most important, however, is that the historical facts point to the divinity of Christ. When assailed by questions or doubts about your faith, return to Luke. You can believe with certainty that Jesus is God.

People/Women (4:42-44; 5:5-11, 27-32; 6:13-15, 27-42; 7:18-28, 36-50; 8:1-3, 19-21; 9:10-17, 47-48; 10:38-41; 12:1, 22-34; 18:15-17; 19:1-10; 21:5-24, 37-38; 23:42-43; 24:13-52). Jesus was deeply interested in relationships. He treated people with care and concern, not merely as potential converts. Jesus enjoyed strong friendships with his disciples, other followers, and special families (for example, Mary, Martha, and Lazarus, 10:38-42). He reached out to all types of people: outcasts such as lepers (17:12-19), alienated Samaritans (9:52), despised tax collectors (5:27; 19:1-10), women (8:1-3), and children (18:16). He showed warm concern for his followers and friends.

Of special note is Jesus’ friendships with women. Luke seems to have made a point of highlighting this aspect of the Lord’s ministry. Luke 8:1-3, for example, lists several women as close followers and supporters. This fits, of course, with Greek and Roman culture where women were active participants in business, politics, and household management (see, for example, Acts 16:13-15; 17:4, 12). It would have been almost scandalous, however, in Jewish culture where men and women were separated in the synagogue and only men could be taught by the rabbis. Importance for today. Jesus’ love for people is good news for everyone. His message is for all people in every nation, and each person has the opportunity to respond to him in faith. In addition, Jesus’ example teaches that his followers should love people, regardless of their sex, race, age, or worldly status. Christians should be known by their love. You may feel as if you are a second-class citizen in your community or neighborhood, but not in Jesus’ eyes. Regardless of your status in society, know that you are important to him. Also, as you relate to neighbors, coworkers, and others, think of how you can show genuine concern and care for them and their families. Determine to reflect Christ in your life, to be known as a person of love.

Social Concern (4:31-41; 5:12-26; 6:6-10, 17-19; 7:1-17; 8:28-39, 41-56; 9:1-2; 10:25-37; 13:10-17; 14:1-6; 16:19-31; 17:11-19; 18:35-43; 22:50-51). As a perfect human, Jesus showed tender sympathy to the poor, the despised, the hurt, and the sinful. No one was rejected or ignored by him. Jesus healed the sick, diseased, and crippled. His compassion reached across racial lines and broke with convention (for example, healing on the Sabbath, 6:6-10). Luke paid special attention to Jesus’ treatment of the poor and his teachings about poverty and wealth. Jesus pointed out the dangers of wealth and the impossibility of serving both God and money (“woe” to the rich, 6:24-25; the parable of the rich fool, 12:16-21; the parable of the rich man and Lazarus, 16:19-31; the rich young man, 18:18-30; the Zacchaeus narrative, 19:1-10). Jesus also emphasized God’s special interest in the poor (“God blesses you who are poor,” 6:20; giving to those in need, 12:32-34; inviting the poor, crippled, lame, and blind to the banquet, 14:21). And he commanded his followers to help the poor (4:18; 12:33; 14:13). Importance for today. Obeying his teachings, Christ’s followers should check their lives for materialism and love of money. Is financial security the focus of your life? Do you think more about what you can get or what you can give? Also, as they emulate their leader, Christ’s followers should reach out to the hurting and disenfranchised in society, offering loving care, emotional support, and material assistance. What poor or infirm people can you help? Consider how you can “sell what you have and give to the poor,” using your resources to make a difference in their lives. Finally, Jesus’ compassion shows that he is more than an idea or teacher; he tenderly cares for each person. Know that only his kind of deep love can satisfy you. Whatever your need, bring it to the Savior.

Holy Spirit (1:15, 35, 41, 67-79; 2:25-32; 3:16, 22; 4:1, 14; 10:21; 11:12). The Holy Spirit was present at Jesus’ birth, baptism, ministry, and resurrection. Jesus lived in dependence on the Holy Spirit. This emphasis is carried over into Luke’s sequel, the book of Acts, where we see Christians thoroughly immersed and motivated by the Holy Spirit. Importance for today. The Holy Spirit was sent by God as confirmation of Jesus’ authority. The Holy Spirit is given to enable people to live for Christ. By faith, believers can have the Holy Spirit’s presence and power to witness and to serve. Don’t try to live the Christian life in your own strength. Just as you trusted Christ to save you, rely on the Holy Spirit to give you the power to live for him.

Fast Facts on Luke





1. Who? Dr. Luke, a personal assistant of the Apostle Paul.





2. When? 58-60 AD





3.Why? To present Jesus as the Perfect Man.





4. Key Verse: Luke 19:10





4. Key Phrase: 


Jesus Christ is the Perfect Man





Quick Facts


- 59% unique material.


- Luke interviewed people during 2 year imprisonment of Paul.


- Gospel was intended for a non-Jewish audience (unlike Matthew).


- Lineage from Mary (back to Adam)


- Obviously interviewed Mary (“Mary pondered these things in her heart”)





Answer key:


Savior; History; Women; Social Concern; Holy Spirit














� Taken from Highway 66 by Jeff Lasseigne.


� Most of this is taken from Why Four Gospels by David Black.


� Ibid., p.41-42.


� Why Four Gospels, pp. 20-25.


� Ibid., p.73.


� Life Application Commentary on Luke
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