Membership Matters
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What Our Faith Looks Like
Good Hope Baptist Church

Pastor Josh Franklin

A great church will be a Bible-teaching church.
John Albert Bengel said, “Scripture is the foundation of the Church: the Church is the guardian of Scripture. When
the Church is in strong health, the light of Scripture shines bright; when the Church is sick, Scripture is corroded
by neglect; and thus it happens, that the outward form of Scripture and that of the Church, usually seem to
exhibit simultaneously either health or else sickness; and as a rule the way in which Scripture is being treated is
in exact correspondence with the condition of the Church.”
A. W. Tozer said, “It would be impossible to overemphasize the importance of sound doctrine in the life of a Christian.
Right thinking about all spiritual matters is imperative if we would have right living... sound character does not
grow out of unsound teaching.”
The seriousness of errant doctrine can be compared to a missile aimed a mere one degree off target. The difference
seems slight and negligible at first, yet the results of the error increase dramatically throughout the flight of the
missile, until it totally misses its intended target. So it is with false doctrine. At first it may seem to be a tolerable
mistake, a little error—but not that serious. But, as with all errors, the effects compound over time until they become
so serious that they may not be correctable.
1 Timothy 6:3 (NKJV) 3 If anyone teaches otherwise and does not consent to wholesome words, even the words of our
Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which accords with godliness,a

RIGHT BELIEFS = RIGHT ____________________
RIGHT DOCTRINE = RIGHT _______________
HEALTHY TEACHING = HEALTHY CHRISTIAN
POISONED DOCTRINE = SICK, WEAK BELIEVER
HEALTHY CHRISTIANS = HEALTHY _________________

Building Your Belief-System (5 Possible Choices)
1) ________________________ – I do what I do because I think this is right. I gather data, examine the facts,
analyze what I discover, and then I act.
2) ________________________– I do what I do because I feel this is right. I feel good when I do this or think
about doing this. It seems to have good and desirable results when the “pleasure principle” is applied.
3) _______________________ – I do what I do because this is the way it has always been done, this is the
way we have always done it. It worked in the past. It was believed by those who went before us,
therefore we should believe and act as they did today.

a

NLT reads, “these teachings promote a godly life.”
1

4) _____________________ – I do what I do because other are doing it. There is a particular group whose
acceptance I desire. In order to receive their approval I will think like they think and act like they act.
Here the “herd mentality” is adopted. I go along to get along and get in.
5) ______________________– I do what I do, think the way I think, and live the way I live, because God says
so. I have immersed myself in the Word of God. I know what it says. It has become my guide and
compass for life. I trust in neither a fallen mind, deceitful heart, shallow feelings, or pressure from
others. I chose to live under the authority of God’s Word and the Lordship of Jesus Christ.

3 Levels of Doctrine Disagreement
1st Order Controversies – Not Christian if you disagree
The Existence of God

Deity of Christ

Christ’s Atoning Sacrifice

Salvation By Grace through Faith

2nd Order Controversies – Usually Can’t Fellowship in Same Church (most of the time)
Inerrancy of Scripture

Forms of Church Government

Gifts of the Spirit

Purpose of Communion

Healing and Miracles

Purpose of Water Baptism

3rd Order Controversies – Usually CAN Fellowship in the Same Church.
IT’S A SHAME, BUT THESE ARE THINGS WE FIGHT ABOUT THE MOST.
Worship Styles

Church Buildings

Certain Restrictions on Foods

Certain Restrictions on Holidays

DANGER #1 - Take everything you believe and elevate it to 1ST Order.
DANGER #2 – Allowing 3rd Order “PREFERENCES” divide true Christians.
DANGER #3 - Saying, “We just believe in Jesus. Doctrine is really not all that important. After all, doctrine divides and love
unites.” Placing all our beliefs on the level of a 3rd order preference.

In essentials, _____________; in non-essentials, ______________; in all things, charity.
In essential beliefs — we have ______________________.
Ephesians 4:4-6 (NKJV) 4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one hope of your calling;
5
one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all.
In non-essential beliefs — we have ________________________.
Romans 14:1-22 (NKJV) 1Receive one who is weak in the faith, but not to disputes over doubtful thingsb… 4Who
are you to judge another's servant? To his own master he stands or falls. Indeed, he will be made to stand, for
God is able to make him stand… 12 So then each of us shall give account of himself to God… 22 Do you have faith?
Have it to yourself before Godc. Happy is he who does not condemn himself in what he approves.
b
c

Another translation – “disputable matters”
Another translation – “So whatever you believe about these things keep between yourself and God.”
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In all our beliefs — we show charity.
1 Corinthians 8:1 (NKJV) 1 …Knowledge puffs up, but love edifies.
1 Corinthians 13:2 (NKJV) 2 And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries and all
knowledge, and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing.
Galatians 1:6-10 (NKJV)
6 I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who called you in the grace of Christ, to a different gospel,
7 which is not another; but there are some who trouble you and want to pervert the gospel of Christ.
8 But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him
be accursed.
9 As we have said before, so now I say again, if anyone preaches any other gospel to you than what you have received,
let him be accursed.
10 For do I now persuade men, or God? Or do I seek to please men? For if I still pleased men, I would not be a bondservant
of Christ.
Ephesians 4:14-15 - 14 that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind
of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, 15 but, speaking the truth in
love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head—Christ...
Christians who don’t know why they believe what they believe are in spiritual danger. Many people who join cults
and nonbiblical religious groups once claimed to be Christians. Several years ago Alex MacFarland interviewed
a former cult leader on a radio program.
The man explained that of the 200 people who joined his religious organization each month, virtually all of the new
recruits had been at one time members of churches.
“We were growing in people and taking in lots of money,” the former cult leader explained. “I didn’t want to
rock the boat, but secretly, I could never understand how all these church people didn’t see that our
beliefs were exactly opposite, you know, incompatible.”
Their radio interview continued, and by the end of the broadcast Alex’s heart was heavy. The man said something
that made Alex very sad:
“People gave different reasons for leaving the church, for getting into alternative spiritualities, like us. Some
people were fed up with church cliques, and others were burned out on church conflict. But most were
just people searching for answers, and they had no understanding of what Christianity was really about.
They couldn’t see the discrepancy between the false and the true. We [the cult leaders] used to brag that
we basically took in an entire church of ex-Christians each month.”

What Can Be Done to Protect the Christian?

The answer is simpler than you might think: spend a lot of time handling the truth.
ILLUSTRATION - The American Banking Association has a training program ... Each year it sends hundreds of bank tellers
to Washington in order to teach them to detect counterfeit money, which is a great source of a loss of revenue to
the Treasury Department. 'It is most interesting that during the entire two-week training program, no teller touches
counterfeit money. Only the original passes through his hands. The reason for this is that the American Banking
Association is convinced that if a man is thoroughly familiar with the original, he will not be deceived by the
counterfeit bill, no matter how much like the original it appears.
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WHAT MAKES BAPTISTS DIFFERENT FROM OTHER DENOMINATIONS?
Baptists not only have a great heritage for what we believe, but also how we live, as Christians. Based on what the
Bible teaches, we feel very strongly about the following seven practices:
BIBLE AS OUR SOLE ________________________
2 Timothy 3:16 (NKJV) - All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for
correction, for instruction in righteousness,
Since God’s Word is the only completely reliable and truthful authority, we accept the Bible as our manual
for living. Our first question when faced with a decision is “What does the Bible say?” We practice daily Bible
reading, Bible study, and Bible memorization. The Bible is the basis for all we believe.
AUTONOMY OF EACH LOCAL ________________________
Colossians 1:18 (NKJV) - And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead,
that in all things He may have the preeminenced.
Christ is the recognized head of our church, not any person, group, or religious organization. While
recognizing the value of associating and cooperating with other groups of Christians, we believe every local
church should be self-governing and independent from any denominational control. In relating to our
“daughter churches” that we sponsor, we encourage each congregation to determine it’s own strategy,
structure, and style.
PRIESTHOOD OF EVERY _____________________________
Revelation 1:6 (NKJV) - and has made us kings and priests to His God and Fathere, to Him be glory and dominion
forever and ever. Amen.
1 Peter 2:9 (NKJV) 9 But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthoodf, a holy nation, His own special people, that
you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light;
The Bible teaches that every Christian is called to “full time” Christian service, regardless of his or her vocation.
We practice the truth that every believer is a minister by encouraging every member to find a place of service
and ministry. Every believer has direct access to God through prayer Bible reading.
TITHING
Leviticus 27:30 (NKJV) - And all the tithe of the land, is the Lord's. It is holy to the Lord.
Deuteronomy 14:22-23 (NKJV) 22 "You shall truly tithe all the increase of your grain that the field produces year
by year. 23 And you shall eat before the LORD your God, in the place where He chooses to make His name abide,
the tithe of your grain and your new wine and your oil, of the firstborn of your herds and your flocks, that you may
learn to fear the LORD your God always.g
At Good Hope Baptist Church we practice tithing for the support of Christ’s body, the church, as God
commands. We recognize that giving 10% of our income is the Biblical standard of giving. It is an act of our
worship and obedience to God. Tithing is trusting God with our finances.
IMMERSION

d

Today’s English Version reads, “in order that he alone might have the first place in all things.”
Today’s English Version reads, “made us a kingdom of priests to serve his God and Father.
f
Another version reads, “the King’s priests”
g
The Living Bible reads, “The purpose of tithing is to teach you always to put God in first place in your life.”
e
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Colossians 2:12 (NKJV) - buried with Him in baptism, in which you also were raised with Him through faith in the
working of God, who raised Him from the dead.
We practice baptism by immersion under water (the way Jesus was baptized, and the way the Bible
commands) for those who have chosen to repent of their sins and place their faith in Jesus for salvation.
SPIRIT-LED _______________________
Galatians 5:16 (NKJV) - I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh.
Ephesians 5:18 (NKJV) - And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit,
We believe the only way possible to live the Christian life is by God’s power within us. So we seek to practice
a daily dependence on God’s Spirit to enable us to do what is right.
TELLING OTHERS ABOUT _____________________________
1 Peter 3:15 (NKJV) - ...always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in
you, with meekness and fear;
It is the responsibility of every Christian to share the Good News with those with whom God brings us into
contact. We practice personal sharing about Christ and inviting friends to church.

Our Southern Baptist Affiliation
See also Titus 1:5-7, 1 Tim. 5:17
At Good Hope, we are affiliated with three groups:
•

The Raleigh Baptist Association (www.raleighbaptists.org)
Around 130 Southern Baptist churches that partner together for the purpose of missions and evangelism.

•

Baptist State Convention of North Carolina (www.ncbaptist.org)
Southern Baptist churches in North Carolina that fellowship together with the goal of supporting the local church
and evangelism.

•

The Southern Baptist Convention (www.sbc.net)
42,000 churches that cooperate together in a world-wide effort of missions. Southern Baptists sponsor about
5,000 home missionaries serving the United States, Canada, Guam, and the Caribbean, as well as sponsoring more
than 5,000 foreign missionaries in 153 nations of the world.

We wholeheartedly support these three groups in helping start many other new churches.

WHAT IS THE SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION?
•

It is the ______________________association of Christian churches in North Carolina and in America
One out of every 10 churches in America is affiliated with the SBC (42,000 churches and 16 million members —
more than most other denominations combined).

•

It is the ______________ diverse association of churches
SBC churches include every race, nationality, and ethnic group. Each Sunday, services are held in over 80
languages in the U.S. One out of every three blacks in the U.S. is a Southern Baptist. Our association of churches
have Korean, Japanese, Chinese, Hispanic, Vietnamese, Laotian, Black and Arabic who are Southern Baptist.

•

It is one of the ________________________ groups
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The SBC baptize over 1,000 new Christians a day in the U.S. and begins nearly 5 new churches a day!

WHY NOT JUST BE AN INDEPENDENT CHURCH?
We are an independent church! Every SBC church is completely independent. There is no denominational control or
hierarchy, as there are in most other denominations. Each church is self-governed and determines its own affairs.
For example:
• Every SBC church chooses its own pastor, and leadership structure
• Every SBC church owns its own buildings and assets
• Every SBC church determines its own programs

WHAT ARE THE ADVANTAGES OF AFFILIATING WITH THE SBC?
1. It allows us to identify with other Christians around the world who are known for their commitment to the Bible.
Unlike other groups, the SBC has no man-made “creed”. The Bible is our only authority.
2. It allows our church to participate in the largest missionary organization in the world. Through the SBC
“Cooperative Program” we help support over 10,000 missionaries in 153 nations around the world.

What the Bible Teaches about Baptism
Baptism is the first step every believer should take in his or her walk with Christ.
- Read Matthew 28:18-20
- Read Acts 8:36-39
- Read Romans 6:3-5
I. The METHOD of Baptism
baptizo – means to immerse or dip completely (Thayer’s – to overwhelm, to cover wholly with a fluid)
5 Things From Scripture about the Method of Baptism:
1) It always involved water. (Matthew 3:5-6)
2) It involved “much” water. (John 3:23)
3) It involved “going down into the water”. (Acts 8:38)
4) It involved a “burial” beneath the water. (Romans 6:5)
5) It involved a “coming back up out of the water”. (Matthew 3:16)
II. The MEANING of Baptism
1) As a visual aid, it shows what happened to Christ to purchase our salvation.
2) As a visual aid, it shows what happened in your heart (old life buried, new life begun).
Water Baptism is an outward sign of an inward change.
III. The MOTIVE of Baptism
1) To obey Christ (John 14:15) – Jesus died for me, we can at least do as He commanded.
- It really is our first act of obedience as a Christian
2) For our own selves – It nails down our death and burial to sin. It nails down our decision to follow
Christ fully.
3) As a witness to the world.
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a. It’s a confession before men. (see Matthew 10:31-32)
b. It’s me saying that I will take my stand with the people of God.
c. One boy said to the preacher, “I’ve been saved, and I want to be advertised”.
3 Errors With Regard to Water Baptism
1) Saying it’s part of salvation and until you get baptized, you’re not really saved.
2) Saying since it does not save, it makes no difference whether I do it or not.
3) Saying since it does not save, it makes no difference how it’s done (that is whether we sprinkle, pour,
immerse)
BOTTOM LINE: WHAT AM I SAYING WHEN I GET BAPTIZED?
1. I am IDENTIFYING with Christ. (His death, burial and resurrection)
2. I am saying that my sins were washed away by the BLOOD of Jesus.
3. I am saying I’ve been placed into the body of Christ by the HOLY SPIRIT.
4. I am saying I’ve decided to live a SEPARATED life. There’s no turning back.
What Is Water Baptism?
Water baptism is one of the most important, meaningful, and beautiful experiences in the Christian life.
Just before Jesus began his 3 and ½ year ministry on the earth, He submitted to being water baptized. After He
concluded his ministry on the earth, He commanded baptism in Matthew 28. So, let’s take a look at why water
baptism was so important to Jesus and why it should also be important to you.
The word “baptize” literally means “to immerse”. Baptism is so important because it is a picture of what Jesus
did for us when He was crucified, buried in a tomb and raised from the dead. When we do it, we are symbolizing
that and saying, “I want to be a part of that.”
Romans 6:4 tells us “For we died and were buried with Christ BY BAPTISM. And just as Christ was raised from
the dead by the glorious power of the Father, now we also may live new lives.” When you go under the water,
you are placed in a liquid tomb – just like Christ was in a tomb. We are buried with Christ by baptism. When we
come out of the water - that pictures a resurrection. We are raised up to live new lives through Christ.
What is the gospel? “Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He
rose again the third day” (1 Cor. 15:3-4). That’s the gospel! And that’s what water baptism pictures. We are
picturing and identifying with Christ and His saving gospel, saying to everyone who sees – “Look Christ has saved
me. The old has gone and the new has come!”
It is just like when I got married – I didn’t HAVE to wear a wedding ring on my finger, I WANTED TO! I wear this
wedding ring on my finger to symbolize the commitments I made to my wife on our wedding day. It is only a symbol
of our love and devotion to each other so the world will see and know. That is exactly what Christ wants you to do
by being water baptized. You don’t have to – YOU WANT TO! Don’t wait - show the love inside of your heart and
devotion to Christ by going to the Pastor and asking to be water baptized.
Do you have to be baptized to be saved?
• Anyone who says you have to be baptized to be saved is missing the relationship between baptism
and salvation.
• What is the relationship?
• The relationship is the same as the relationship between salvation and obedience.
• In the early church baptism and salvation were inseparable.
• Ephesians 4:5 – Baptism is so closely linked to salvation it is sometimes used as another word for
salvation. Why? In the NT, if you were saved you got baptized.
• Matthew 28:19 – Why the word baptizing? This is how you first demonstrated your salvation.
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What if I was baptized as an infant?
A. History of infant baptism
• Infant baptism comes from the Roman Catholic Church.
• Roman Catholic teaches that infant baptism cleanses them from original sin.
• There is nothing about infant baptism in the NT
B. Scriptures for being re-baptized.
• So do you have to be re-baptized? Baptism takes place to demonstrate publicly your union with the
Lord.
• Acts 19:1-5: A relationship with Jesus Christ is the basis for your baptism.
• Acts 2:38 – “repent and be baptized” This is a critical part in a relationship with the Lord.
ANOTHER ILLUSTRATION ABOUT MEANING AND METHOD OF BAPTISM:
If we were to take the American flag and take a few of the stars off, or take a few of the stripes off, we couldn’t
say, “We’ll any red, white and blue flag will do.”
If you destroy the picture, you destroy the purpose.
If you destroy the method, you destroy its meaning.

The Meaning of the Lord’s Supper
Jesus never asked His disciples to remember His birth. But He did instruct them to remember His death and
resurrection. He gave the church two visible symbols (called “ordinances”) as reminders of His death. These two
ordinances are: Baptism and The Lord’s Supper. The Lord’s Supper is an object lesson that represents a great spiritual
truth for believers.
I. WHAT IS THE LORD’S SUPPER? (1 COR. 11:23-26)
IT IS A SIMPLE ACT “The Lord Jesus, on the night He was betrayed, took bread...” (vs. 23)
IT IS A REMINDER “...and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, ‘This is my body, which is for you; eat it
in remembrance of me.’” (vs. 24)
IT IS A SYMBOL “In the same way, He took the cup, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood; drink it to
remember me.’” (vs. 25)
IT IS A STATEMENT OF FAITH “For whenever you eat the bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death
until He comes back.” (vs. 26)
II. WHO SHOULD TAKE THE LORD’S SUPPER?
Only those who are already believers (Mark 14:22-26) “For anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the body
of the Lord eats and drinks judgment upon himself.” 2 Cor. 11:29
III. HOW DO I PREPARE MYSELF FOR THE LORD’S SUPPER? “Therefore whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of
the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord. A person ought to
examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup.” 1 Cor. 11:27-28
1. Self-Examination 1 Cor. 11:27
2. Confessing My Sins 1 John 1:9
3. Recommitment Rom. 12:1
4. Restoring Relationships Matt. 5:23-24
IV.
WHEN AND HOW OFTEN SHOULD WE OBSERVE THE LORD’S SUPPER?
Jesus never said when or how often believers should observe The Lord’s Supper. Good Hope has chosen to observe
this every quarter, or 4 times each year.
8

