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Coming Attractions

A Quick Look at the Prophetic Book of Revelation 1
Outline (1:19): The Past: “things which thou hast seen” (ch. 1); The Present: “things which are” (chs 2, 3); The
Future: “things which shall be hereafter” (chs 4-22)
John is the sole survivor of the original 12 disciples. Now an elderly man, he
has been banished to Patmos, a small island in the Aegean Sea off the coast of
Ephesus, for his faithful preaching of the gospel. While on Patmos, John receives
a series of visions that describe the future history of the world. The visions
reveal Jesus Christ as the divine Shepherd who is concerned about the condition
of the church, as the righteous Judge who will punish the wicked, and as the
triumphant King who will establish His kingdom for all eternity.2

Fast Facts on REVELATION
“revelation”—apokalupsis:
disclosure, unveiling (The book
of Revelation is the disclosure
from Jesus, about Jesus,
belonging to Jesus Christ.)
Written by? John (1:1)
Written when? A.D. 90-96
Purpose: “To show… things which
must shortly come to pass”
(1:1; cf. also 1:19)
Promise: Blessing for those who
read and heed (1:3)

Revelation is a combination of three literary types:
1. Apocalyptic—a message expressed in an apocalyptic mode involves the use
of cryptic, richly symbolic language portraying the dramatic end time
vindication and triumph of God and His people.
2. Prophecy—God’s word of proclamation is directed to His people in the face of intense persecution from without
and spiritual decline from within.
3. Epistle—a letter is addressed to the needs of specific churches (cf. 1:4-7; chs. 2-3; 22:21).
Characteristics
1. Rich, representative symbolism—some of it familiar, some strange and bizarre—drawn from all areas of creation
and life. Some of the symbols are explained in other passages of the Bible, especially the OT, and some are left
unexplained presumable because (1) the author expected his readers to understand them (cf. 13:18; 17:9), and
(2) the mystery of the events described was intentional.
2. Though Revelation is full of OT images, language and allusions, there is not a single direct citation from the OT.
John made free use of OT material. He draws heavily from Daniel and Zechariah.
3. The book has a “one-world” outlook—a world united in rebellion against God over which He will triumph and
establish His sovereign rule on earth.
4. It is a “revelation of Jesus Christ” (1:1) both in judgment and in victory, which is in contrast to Jewish apocalyptic
writings.

THINGS TO REMEMBER ABOUT REVELATION3
1. Revelation is the only New Testament book that focuses primarily on prophetic and future events.
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2. Revelation is the only book of the Bible that pronounces a special blessing for reading, hearing, and obeying the
prophecy within (1:3).
3. Revelation pronounces a distinct curse at the end (22:18-19).
4. Revelation contains more symbolism than any other New Testament book.
5. Revelation is the only book in Scripture that refers to the “thousand years” (Millennium) specifically by name
(20:2-7).
6. Revelation contains more references to, and more quotations from, the Old Testament than any other book in the
New Testament.
7. In the book of Revelation, Jesus is referred to as the “Lamb” some twenty-eight times.
8. Revelation contains more references to numbers, especially seven (more than 50x) and 12 (over 20x), than any
other New Testament book.
9. The first two chapters of Genesis and the last two chapters of Revelation both contain these similarities: No sin, n
no curse, no death, no sorrow, no suffering.
10. Revelation is the only New Testament book written that is based upon a vision (1:10).
11. Revelation is the last book written in the Bible, chronologically (approx. 90-96 AD).
12. Revelation gives more titles for the Savior than any other book in the Bible.
13. Revelation records the name of Satan more than any other New Testament book (7x).
14. In Revelation, the ministry of angels is very prominent, and angels are mentioned some 74x.
Jesus’ Comments to the 7 Churches (2-3):
1. The Loveless Church – Ephesus – “You have lost your first love” (see 2:4)
2. The Persecuted Church – Smyrna – “I know how much you have suffered” (2:9)
3. The Lax Church – Pergamos – “You tolerate sin” (2:14-15)
4. The Compromising Church – Thyatira – “You permit the teaching of immoral practices” (2:20)
5. The Lifeless Church – Sardis – “You are dead” (3:1)
6. The Obedient Church – Philadelphia – “You have… kept My word, and have not denied My name” (3:8)
7. The Lukewarm Church – Laodicea – “You are neither cold nor hot” (3:15)

LIFE LESSONS FROM REVELATION4
1. God controls all people and events – what He says will happen in the future will happen indeed. This should give
you confidence for the future.
2. In the end, justice and righteousness will prevail. Sin will not continue forever. This should give you
encouragement for each and every day of your life.
3. Christians will one day become free from this sin-filled world and know perfection and glory in heaven. This
should give you hope for eternity.
4. God is worthy of worship at all times. This should give you reason to praise Him… now!
THE BOOK OF REVELATION IN ONE HOUR:5
1. The Revelation (Photograph) of Jesus (Rev. 1)
2. The Resume (Summary) of Churches (Rev. 2-3) Though all seven could be found in the earth at any point in
history, each church could also describe different points in the history of the church-age.
1. Ephesus (2:1-7) The Apostolic Church (30-100 AD)
2. Smyrna (2:8-11) The Persecuted Church (100-300 AD)
3. Pergamum (2:12-17) The Church that Married the World (300-500 AD)
4. Thyatira (2:18-29) The Worldly Corrupt Church of Middle Ages (500-1600 AD)
5. Sardis (3:1-6) The Church of the Reformation (1600-1800 AD)
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6. Philadelphia (3:7-13) This is a faithful, Christ- honoring, zealous, missionary-minded church that is alive with
the flame of evangelism and in love with Jesus Christ, bringing glory to God. (1800-1900 AD)
7. Laodicea (3:14-22) The Lukewarm Church (1900- today)
3. The Rapture of the Church (Rev. 4)
4. The Redemption (Rev. 5)
5. The Recap (Summary) of the Tribulation (Rev. 6)
White Horse – Anti-Christ (imitating the True Christ)
Red Horse – War and Utter Destruction
Black Horse – Economic Depression and Starvation
Pale Horse – Death
6. The Retribution (Punishment) (Rev. 7-18)
7:4 – Conversion of 144,000 Billy Grahams
7:9 – Conversion of unnumbered multitude (Gentiles)
Ch. 8 – Fiery Judgment on Planet Earth
(1/3rd of vegetation is burned up; 1/3rd of salt water; 1/3rd of fresh water turns to blood)
- becomes a total destruction
Ch. 9 – The Abyss opens and demons swarm like flies (locust) Their king is Apollyon.
10:7 – Gk. There will be no more delay (time shall be no more) The devil knows his days are numbered.
- Consumption of a sweet and bitter book – the Holy Scriptures, which have the grace of God (sweet) and the
judgment of God (bitter).
11:1-2 – Rebuilding of the Temple
11:6 – Two mysterious witnesses – Moses (representing the Law) and Elijah (representing the Prophets) God
protects them. Killed after 3 ½ years of preaching (representing Jesus’ ministry).
12 – Final expulsion of Satan. In the middle of Great Tribulation, Satan is cast onto earth, to persecute Israel (or
the woman). Israel will be preserved.
13:1-10 – The Dictator of the Great Tribulation (the Anti-Christ or the Beast) – A man energized by Satan himself.
- Also the false prophet, who comes to establish an image that talks for worship. Also to instigate a financial
system, under 666. Everyone will have 666 - ____. It will begin with 666, and then it will be a personalized
number. This will be a cashless society.
14 – The same 144,000 that were saved, which will welcome Jesus. And a preview of Armageddon.
15 – A song of praise from people who are killed because they would not bow before the image.
16:13ff – The Battle of Armageddon is described. The armies are rallied by demon spirits, going through the
whole world. Armageddon – the mountain of slaughter (Revelation 16:16 – the only time in Scripture this
word is used). A series of battles.
17 – A description of the devil’s church – Only one church, consisting of the masses of unbelievers of all
denominations (and cults), presided over by the false prophet. Church and state will be joined. “The mother
of harlots” because it will lead the whole world into spiritual adultery.
18 – The one-world government (and system) will be destroyed. “Babylon the Great” is the political system.
7. The Re-entry of Jesus into Planet Earth (Rev. 19)
- v. 1-10 – The Marriage Supper of the Lamb
- v. 11 ff - He comes to the Mount of Olives with His people. He puts down the Anti-Christ & false prophet (19:20).
8. The Reign of Jesus for 1,000 years (Rev. 20:1-6)
9. The Return of Satan (Rev. 20:7-10) To give people in the Millenium an opportunity to choose the devil.
10. The Review of the Wicked Dead – the Great White Throne Judgment (Rev. 20:11-15)
11. The Renovation of the Whole Universe (Rev. 21:1-7) The new heaven and the new earth. The curse will be
removed.
12. The Rewards of God’s People in Heaven (Rev. 21:9-22)
- You see it from the outside (21:9-22)
- You see it from the inside of the New Jerusalem (21:22 - 22:1-5)
- Concluding words (22:6ff)
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