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We’re glad you’ve chosen to find out more
5 Questions Prospective Members Ask
about Good Hope Baptist Church! This class is the
basic introduction to our church family. Since we
1. Do I fit here? (question of acceptance)
have members from many different church
2. Does anybody want to know me? (question of friendship)
backgrounds, this class was designed to clearly
3. Am I needed? (question of value)
explain who and what our church is. It is our
4. What is the advantage of joining? (question of benefits)
5. What is required of members? (question of expectations)
prayer that you will clear your schedule and
consistently join us for this series of classes,
because we believe this will be a rewarding experience for you. Among the benefits of this series are:
- Getting to know others in this church in a unique and powerful way. Over the next several weeks Good Hope
will be changed for you from that church you have been attending to a place where you worship and serve
among people you know.
- Getting to know our pastor and other ministry leaders in a more personal way.
- Understanding more about Good Hope’s values and views on matters of faith.
- Having a chance to clarify your own faith story at this time in your life. And much more…
Again, we want to welcome you to our church, and we want to encourage your involvement by providing answers
to all of your questions. We designed this series especially for you as a potential new member. We plan to see you
each Sunday, during the Sunday School hour. In order to be a member at Good Hope, a person:
-

Must have a personal commitment to the Lord Jesus Christ, calling Him Lord and trusting Him as Savior.
Must have been water baptized by immersion as a believer.
Must subscribe to the church covenant, the Baptist Faith and Message and the constitution of this church.
Must attend “Membership Matters” (Our church’s membership course).
Must be received into membership by simple majority vote of the church at any business meeting.

What the Bible Says about the Church1
Jesus personally established the church while He was on the earth to unite Christians as a spiritual family. In
Matthew 16:18, Jesus tells Peter, “I will build my Church, and all the powers of hell will not conquer it.” If there
is one thing that Jesus loves, it’s the Church! Whenever I hear people say that they love Jesus but they don’t care
for the Church, I am greatly concerned! How could you have committed your life to Christ, yet never commit
yourself to who Jesus came and died for – His Church?! If you love Jesus, you will love what He loves, and He loves
the Church!

Ephesians 1:41:4-5 says, “Long ago, even before he made the world, God chose us to be his very own through
holyy in his eyes, without a single fault—
what Christ would do for us; he decided then to make us hol
fault—we who stand
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before him covered with his love. His unchanging plan has always been to adopt us into his own family by
sending Jesus Christ to die for us. And he did this because he wanted to!” (The Living Bible).
Who, or What, is the Church? The Church is made up of believers in Jesus Christ who join together in fulfilling
their mission to make disciples. The local church is “an organized body of baptized believers equal in rank and
privileges, administering its affairs under the headship of Christ, united in the belief of what He has taught,
covenanting together to do what He has commanded, and co-operating with other like bodies in Kingdom
movements.”2
Ephesians 2:19, "You are a member of God's very own family and you belong in God's household with every
other Christian." Circle "member", "family", "belong", "household". These are four key truths: The church is a
family, a flock, a fellowship and a body.

1. THE CHURCH IS A F______________
1 Peter 3:8 "You should be like one big happy family full of sympathy toward each other, loving one another
with tender hearts and humble minds" (The Living Bible).
1 Timothy 5:1-2 (Phillips) "Don't reprimand a senior member of the church. Appeal to him as a father. Treat
the young men as brothers and the older women as mothers. Treat the younger women as sisters."
Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 says, “Two are better than one…If one person falls, the other can reach out and help. But
people who are alone when they fall are in real trouble. And on a cold night, two under the same blanket can
gain warmth from each other. But how can one be warm alone? A person standing alone can be attacked and
defeated, but two can stand back-to-back and conquer.”

God expects me to be a _____________ of a family.
A Christian without a church family is like a person who says "I want to play NFL football but I don't want to be
a part of any team" or "I want to be in the army but not serve in any platoon" or "I want to be a bee but I don't
want to be a part of the hive" or "I want to play an instrument but not be in an orchestra."
The word “church” is used 110 times, with _____ specifically referring to a local church!!

A Christian without a church family is an __________________.
It says, "You belong in God's household with every other member of the church." God has given us at least 30
instructions in the New Testament that you can't fulfill unless you choose to be a part of a local church. Only in
America do we have, what I call, floating believers. These are people who, every week, pop around to a different
church. "This week let's go to this church. Next week we'll go to that church." You float all around in different
places. One pastor told me, “A rolling stone never gathers any moss.” How true.

What's the difference between being a Christian and being a member of a church family. The difference is the
word "___________________". I become a Christian by committing my life to Christ. I become a member of a
church by committing myself to other Christians. I say, "That's going to be my church home where I'm going to
give and be given to, where I'm going to serve and be served, where I'll love and be loved."
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2. THE CHURCH IS A __________________
This was Jesus' favorite description of the church. He called it "My little
flock". Therefore the church is cared for and led by shepherds. Shepherds
lead and feed. John 21. "Jesus asked Simon Peter, `Do you really love me?'
`Yes, Lord,' said Peter. `Then take care of My sheep.'" Circle "take care". That's
the Greek word for "pastor". Now the church is a flock. Therefore it's cared
for and led by shepherds. There are three different terms that are used in the
New Testament to refer to the same church leader.

The Reasons People Decide
on a Church – in order
1. Pastor
2. Friendliness of members
3. Programs
4. Location
5. Beliefs of the Church
6. Denominational

1. "Poimen" in Greek means pastor or shepherd. That means the feeders are
the leaders -- Where Jesus says to Peter, "Take care of My sheep" that's the word poimen, it's the word pastor.
This means the pastor is to take care of the feeding ministry of the church.
2. "Presbuteros" means "elder" in Greek. "Presbyterian" comes from this. Presbyterians call their leaders elders.
It's a good, legitimate term. It's a Biblical term. It refers to spiritual maturity. An elder doesn't mean physically
old. It means spiritual maturity. Timothy was the elder and chief pastor of the church at Ephesus. Paul says,
"You are the elder and you're the pastor at Ephesus. You are to appoint other elders." Yet later in the same
book it says, "Don't let anybody look down on you because you're a young kid." How could he be an elder and
yet a young kid at the same time? Because he'd been a Christian since he was a child and although he might
have been 30 years old or 25, he'd been a Christian for 20-25 years. Whereas these guys who were older than
him had only been a Christian for a year. It's referring to spiritual maturity, not physical maturity.
3. "Episcopos" is the word for "overseer" or "bishop". "Episcopalian" comes from this. They call their leaders
bishops. There's nothing wrong with that; that's a good Biblical word. "Epi" in Greek means "over". "Scopos"
means "to see" (telescope, microscope, stethoscope). Episcopos means "to oversee". Today, we call them a
manager. Bishop means manager, supervisor, overseer, a manager. It's just an old English word for manager.
It refers to the managing aspects of church leadership.
What's the difference between a pastor and an elder? An elder and a bishop? A bishop and a shepherd? A
shepherd and an overseer? Nothing. The words are used interchangeably in the New Testament.
1 Peter 5:1-2 "To the elders [presbuteros] I say, be shepherds [poimen] of God's flock," So he says an elder is a
shepherd is a pastor. Then he says, "...serving as overseers [episcopos]". A bishop is an elder is a pastor.
Acts 20:28 "Paul sent to Ephesus for the elders [presbuteros] of the church. When they arrived he said to them,
`Guard yourselves and all the flock of God which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers [bishop].
A Pastor FEEDS the Flock - In 2 Timothy 4:2-4, Paul told Timothy to “Preach the word of God. Be
persistent…Patiently correct, rebuke, and encourage your people with good teaching. For a time is coming when
people will no longer listen to right teaching. They will follow their own desires and will look for teachers who
will tell them whatever they want to hear. They will reject the Truth and follow strange myths.”
A Pastor LEADS the Flock - Also, you need Pastors, and other spiritual leaders called Elders 3 , who are giving
direction to the flock, which is the Church. Many times in Scripture, Pastors are called Shepherds and the people
are called sheep. Sheep follow the Shepherd; they don’t lead the Shepherd. In the same way, you need a Pastor
who will lead you. That Pastor, along with other Spiritual Elders, will hear from God and lead the flock, but you
have to be willing to follow their direction. Certainly there is delegated authority given to others in the church (i.e.
committees, ministry teams, etc.) but God called Pastors along with other Elders to ultimately lead the local church.
Notice the character that's required of the pastor. "A pastor must manage his own family well and see that his
children obey him with proper respect. If anyone does not know how to manage his family how can he take care of
3
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God's church?" (1 Timothy 3:4-5). It's interesting that it says the pastor is to manage the church like a father and
husband is to manage the family. An un-managed family is an unloved family. And an un-managed church is an
unloved church.

THE SHEPHERD LEADS AND FEEDS. THE SHEEP __________ AND ______________!!

3. THE CHURCH IS A _________________
Acts 2:42 "They continued steadily learning the teaching of the apostles and joined in the fellowship."
Fellowship is not just something the church is. It's something we do. What is fellowship? The best definition is
"Two fellows on the same ship."
Hebrews 10:25 tells us “You should not stay away from the church meetings, as some are doing, but you
should meet together and encourage each other” (New Century Version).
1 Corinthians 12:25-27 says, “…all the members care for each other equally. If one part suffers, all the parts
suffer with it, and if one part is honored, all the parts are glad. Now all of you together are Christ’s body, and
each one of you is a separate and necessary part of it.”
Eph. 4:3, “Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.”
Romans 14:19, “So let us concentrate on the things that make for harmony and the growth of our fellowship
together” (Phillips).
The Bible teaches that anything that causes disunity is sin. See Col. 3:15, 1 Cor. 1:10, 2 Tim. 2:14, Pr. 17:14, 2
Cor. 13:11, Phil. 1:27, 2:1-3, Col. 2:2, Phil. 4:2, 1 Peter 3:8, 1 Cor. 14:33, John 13:34-35, 2 Tim. 2:23, Rom. 15:5-6,
Rom. 12:16-18, Col. 3:13-14, Ps. 133:1. When you cause conflict in a church, when you get Christians mad at other
Christians, what you're doing is destroying the fellowship. And if you destroy the fellowship, you don't have a
church. Paul talks about this in the Corinthian church. He says “(Often)...your meetings do more harm than good
because I hear that when you come together as a church, there are divisions among you...”
you (1 Cor. 11:17-18).

4. THE CHURCH IS A ______________
Romans 12:4-6 says, “Just as our bodies have
4 Pillars of Lay Ministry (Romans 12:1-8)
many parts and each part has a special function, so it
is with Christ’s body. We are all parts of His one body, 1. Every Believer is a Minister.
and each of us has different work to do. And since we 2. Every Ministry is Important. (see 1 Corinthians 12-14)
are all one body in Christ, we belong to each other, and 3. We are Dependent on Each Other.
4. Ministry is the Expression of My Shape.
EACH OF US NEEDS ALL THE OTHERS. God has given
each of us the ability to do certain things well…”
When you join this church, all of a sudden, you belong to everybody else. If you don't want to belong to
everybody else, don't join our church because this is what it means to be a member. Ephesians 4:11-12. "God gave
some to be pastors and teachers to prepare God's people for works of ministry so that the body of Christ may be
built up."
The Church, A Godly Influence - Now, The last thing I want you to see about why Jesus established the Church
was so that it could be a godly influence on us, our families and our communities. The Church can only be a godly
influence on you, your families and your communities if you regularly go to it – actively involved.
What if I told you there was a well-researched and statistically proven program that can:
1) Increase the average life expectancy of your kids by 8 years;
2) Significantly reduce their use and risk from alcohol, tobacco and drugs;
3) Dramatically reduce their risk for committing a crime;
4) Improve their attitude at school and increase their school participation;
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5) Reduce their risk of rebelliousness;
6) Reduce the likelihood that they would binge drink in college;
7) Improve their odds for a “happy” life;
8) Provide them with a lifelong moral compass;
Is there such a program? Yes there is and it is supported by good research [Duke University, Indiana University,
University of Michigan, Center for Disease Control, Barna Research, and National Institute for Healthcare] What if
I told you it was free and only took about 2 hours a week. It’s not a dream. The program is called “ACTIVE CHURCH
PARTICIPATION.”
Christian martyr Jim Elliot once said, “Wherever you are, be all there. Live to the hilt every situation you
believe to be the will of God.” Acts 2:42 says, “They joined with the other believers and devoted themselves to the
apostles’ teaching and fellowship, sharing in the Lord’s Supper and in prayer.” You need to make a firm commitment
to actively, regularly attend a strong, local Church. Ephesians 5:25 tells us that Christ “loved the church and gave
Himself for her…” If Christ gave up His life for the Church, His Body, we should be willing to not only associate with
it, but also be actively involved in the mission of the Church – bringing others to the saving knowledge of Jesus Christ.

What is Expected of Me as a Member?
At Good Hope we never ask our members to do more than the Bible clearly teaches. We only expect our members
to do what the Bible expects every Christian to do. These responsibilities includei:
1) IDENTIFYING with the church properly. Biblical Support: Acts 2:41; 18:8; Romans 6:3-4
Ways to fulfill this commitment in my church:
2) ATTENDING worship and Sunday school. Biblical Support: Psalm 95:6; Acts 2:42; Hebrews 10:25
Ways to fulfill this commitment in my church:
3) GIVING financially. Biblical Support: Malachi 3:8-12; 1 Corinthians 16:2; 2 Corinthians 9:7
Ways to fulfill this commitment in my church:
4) SERVING in ministry. Biblical Support: Romans 12:1; 1 Corinthians 12; Ephesians 4:11-13
Ways to fulfill this commitment in my church:
5) PROTECTING church unity. Biblical Support: John 17:11; Acts 1:14; Romans 12:5
Ways to fulfill this commitment in my church:

Why Join a Church?
1) PUBLIC COMMITMENT TO A GROUP (Romans 12:4-6 – you belong to one another) Acts 2:41 – Those who
followed Jesus were baptized and identified themselves with local believers.
2) ALLOWS SPIRITUAL LEADERS TO SHEPHERD, DIRECT AND CORRECT (Hebrews 13:17) Scriptures that speak of
church discipline suggest some type of formal list or association (e.g., Matthew 18:15-17; 1 Corinthians
5:11-13). Scriptures that address pastoral leadership and oversight imply a recognized congregation (e.g.,
1 Timothy 3:5;).
3) SUPPORTS THE WEAK, TEMPTING OR STRUGGLING
4) TELLS OTHERS YOU LOVE WHAT JESUS LOVES Ephesians 5:25 – Jesus loved the church and gave Himself for it;
believers must be equally committed to the church.
5) OUTLET FOR YOU TO USE YOUR GOD-GIVEN SPIRITUAL GIFTS
6) REMEDY FOR CONSUMER CHRISTIANITY
7) SHOWS WHO CAN BE COUNTED UPON - 1 Corinthians 12:27 – The church is a body, and that body has
members.
i
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