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DID GOD REALLY WRITE THE BIBLE?
2 Tim 3:16-17 – All Scripture is given by inspiration of God and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.

2 Peter 1:20-21 - knowing this first, that no prophecy of Scripture is of any private interpretation, for prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.
For the last two generations a ferocious debate has been raging in the western world over the question: IS THE BIBLE WE HOLD IN OUR HANDS TODAY REALLY THE WORD OF GOD. CONSERVATIVE AND BORN AGAIN BELIEVERS ANSWER THIS QUESTION in 9 simple words:  “GOD SAID IT, I BELIEVE IT, THAT SETTLES IT.”  
Millions, however, have not been satisfied with this simple answer and have posed this question:

“HOW CAN WE KNOW OUR BIBLE IS GOD’S WORD WHEN WE DO NOT HAVE ONE WORD OF THE ORIGINAL 40 WRITERS OF THE 66 books of our Bible?  The answer to this question IS A MIRACLE which will be addressed in our series “God’s Amazing Book”.  This miracle can be summarized under the heading of several MIRACLES:
1. MIRACLE #1 – God’s Amazing Book is THE WORD OF GOD…  “The Bible is uniquely different from any book in history, because of the way it came into existence.  2 Timothy 3:16 declares, “All Scripture is God-breathed.” (theopneustos.)  This does not mean the Scriptures are merely inspired, but that they were “expired” out of the mind of God into the mind of the biblical writers.  The great Princeton scholar (Presbyterian), Benjamin Warfield, observed, “The Holy Scriptures are not the product of the “Inbreathing” of God, but the product of his “Outbreathing” into the minds of men.”  God spoke (“expired” His Word), Moses wrote.  God spoke, Paul wrote, etc.  The all-perfect God only “breathed out” that which is perfect.  As Adrian Rogers said, “God breathed out only pure air.  He does not have halitosis.”

2. MIRACLE #2 – God’s Amazing Book is THE WORD OF GOD… WRITTEN IN THE WORDS OF MEN.  Though humanly penned, the 40 biblical writers were superintended by the Holy Spirit, guaranteeing that the words they wrote were the words of God Himself.  The Bible was written by 40 individual men over a period of 1500 years, men of varying backgrounds and personalities.  The personalities of the authors can be seen in their writings.  But God so guided their thoughts that none of them wrote error, but only truth.  2 Peter 1;20-21 makes this clear, “No Scripture has its origin in the will of man, but holy men wrote as they were moved (carried) along by the Holy Spirit.” “In Acts 27:27, these words (moved or borne along) are used to describe the driving of a ship in a storm.  The ship that carried Paul was driven by the storm.  In other words, the ship did not control its own movements.  It was carried, controlled, or moved by the winds of the storm.  In similar fashion, the Holy Spirit moved and guided very fallible men to write his message.  Thus God both produced and then guarded the writing of His Word to us, an unparalleled miracle in human history.”

3. MIRACLE #3 – God’s Amazing Book is a PERFECT BOOK.  How could God use weak and infallible human beings to produce a perfect Book?  The answer lies in the over-riding sovereignty and power of God.  Read Jeremiah 32:17.  An analogy might help:  The Virgin Mary was an imperfect woman by her own testimony (Luke 1:47).  But the Holy Spirit overshadowed her, says Luke the Medical Doctor (Luke 1:35), and produced the perfect God-Man, Jesus Christ, in her womb.  Just as the Holy Spirit brooded over the womb of an imperfect human being, and produced a perfect Son, so the Holy Spirit brooded over the mind of the biblical writers and produced for a perfect document, an inerrant record of His truth and His will for us.”

4. MIRACLE #4 – God’s Amazing Book was Approved by Jesus Himself.  “Jesus Christ, God manifest in the flesh (John 1:1,14), believed and taught the inerrancy of Scriptures.  He taught that the Scriptures are inspired even as to their most minute words and grammar.  In Matthew 5:18 He declares, “Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.”  Every Hebrew scholar knows that that a “jot” is the Hebrew character “yodh,” the smallest character in the Hebrew alphabet, and every scholar knows that a “tittle” is a little horn that the Hebrews placed over their consonants.  In referring to these small characters in the Scripture text, no stronger words could be employed by our Lord to affirm the divine authority of every part of the Old Testament.  In addition, the Bible proclaims itself throughout to be the very Word of God. 1904 times alone in the Old Testament you read expressions like this:  “Thus saith the Lord.” or “The Word of the Lord came.” (Read Matthew 19:4-5, 22:29, 23:35; Mark 7:13; Luke 24:44; John 5:39, 20:35; Joshua 24:2; Hosea 1:1; Jeremiah 1:4; Hebrews 1:2).  If the Bible cannot be trusted in its assertions that it is the “Thus saith the Lord,” how can it be trusted in other matters?  Falsus in uno, falsus in omnibus, exclaimed the founder of the Methodist Church, John Wesley.  False in one part, false in all.”

5. MIRACLE #5 – God’s Amazing Book has UNEXPLAINABLE POWER. Human books, even the most devotional, have no life in themselves.  At the very best, they are but echoes of the heavenly message.  But “The Word of God is living, powerful, and sharper than any two edged sword, dividing even to piercing asunder of soul and spirit and joints and marrow and is a critic of the thoughts and intents of the heart.  (Hebrews 4:12).  This simply says:  The Bible works, it does everything it promises.  For example it says, “Whoever shall call upon the Name of  the Lord shall be saved.” (Romans 10:13).  Everyone who has ever done this has been saved.”

6. MIRACLE #6 – God’s Amazing Book is ONE BOOK ABOUT ONE PERSON. “Though the Bible consists of 66 books, it is one Book about one person:  Jesus.  Though the Bible has many messages, it has but one message: Jesus.  The Bible deals with myriad personalities, yet is about one person: Jesus.  Though it has many themes, its entire theme is Jesus.  The Bible points out many things, on many subjects, yet is all points to one subject: Jesus.  The Bible has various purposes, still, its one great purpose is to present Jesus to all human kind that by trusting Him and Him alone they might have eternal life.  Jesus Himself affirmed that He is the theme of the entire Bible.  “Search the Scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life; and they are they which testify of me.” (John 5:39) “And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto them in all the Scriptures the things concerning Himself.” (Luke 24:27). Karl Barth is considered the most perceptive theologian who has lived within the last 100 years.  Just before he died, he spoke to an audience in Chicago.  One man stood and asked the question, “Mr. Barth, you are recognized as the leading theologian of this century.  Please tell us the greatest thought which ever came to your mind.”  Instantly, he replied, “Jesus loves me this I know, for the Bible tells me so.”  This is why the Bible is uniquely valuable to modern man and why our loving God has made the Book we depend upon without one exception.

7. MIRACLE # 7- God’s Amazing Book Has Been DIVINELY PRESERVED.  “A thousand times over, the death knell of the Bible has been sounded, the funeral procession formed, the inscription cut on the tombstone, and committal read. But somehow the corpse never stays put.” Bernard Ramm
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In a.d. 303, Emperor Diocletian (240-311) thought he had destroyed every hated Bible. After many tireless years of ruthless slaughter and destruction, he erected a column of victory over the embers of a burned Bible. The title on the column read: "Extinct is the Name of Christian." Twenty years later, the new Emperor Constantine offered a reward for any remaining Bibles. Within twenty-four hours no less than fifty copies were brought out of hiding and presented to the king. Almost without exception, the early popes opposed the reading and translating of the Bible. In 1199, Pope Innocent III ordered the burning of all Bibles.
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Voltaire once said, "Another century and there will be not a Bible on the earth." The century is gone, and the circulation of the Bible is one of the marvels of the age. 
After he died, his old printing press and the very house where he lived [in Geneva, not in France] was purchased by the Geneva Bible Society and made a distribution center for Bibles. On December 24, 1933, the British Government bought the valuable Codex Sinaiticus from the Russians for half a million dollars. On that same day, a first edition of Voltaire’s work sold for eleven cents in Paris bookshops.

Thomas Paine once said, "I have gone through the Bible as a man would go through a forest with an axe to fell trees. I have cut down tree after tree; here they lie. They will never grow again." He wrote The Age of Reason and died in 1809, predicted that in a few years no one in America would believe the Bible. Yet today, more than 30 million copies are sold each year in America.

Last eve I passed beside a blacksmith's door, And heard the anvil ring the vesper chime;

Then looking in, I saw upon the floor, Old hammers, worn with beating years of time.

"How many anvils have you had," said I, "To wear and batter all these hammers so?"

"Just one," said he, with twinkling eye, "The anvil wears the hammers out, you know."

"And so," I thought, "The Anvil of God's Word For ages skeptic blows have beat upon,

Yet, though the noise of falling blows was heard,The Anvil still remains, the hammers gone."

DEFINITIONS OF INERRANCY: 

a. In Simple Terms: “Inerrancy means that when all facts are known, the Scriptures in their original autographs and properly interpreted will be shown to be wholly true in everything they teach, whether that teaching has to do with doctrine, history, science, geography, geology, or other disciplines of knowledge.” 
b. Dr. Dan Hayden, Director of Biblical Research with the Scriptorium Center for Biblical Antiquities:  “Biblical inspiration is a specific work of God’s influence on human authors so that, without eliminating their unique personalities and writing styles, God produced a divinely authoritative book that was exactly what He wanted to say.  This means that there is a plenary inspiration to the Bible (that is, it is inspired in its entirety) and a verbal inspiration (each word of the original text is God’s inspired Word.)”

c. Baptist Faith and Messenger SBC, 2000: “The Bible is truth without any mixture of error.”  Position of Wesleyan Methodists, Pentecostals, Nazarenes, Free Methodist, Free Will Baptists, Independent Baptist, Church of Christ, etc
d. Cooperative Baptist Fellowship: The Bible contains the Word of God but is not all the Word of God.
  This is the position in the main of other evangelical groups, such as the Presbyterian, USA, American Baptists, United Methodist Church, Episcopal, United Church of Christ, Anglican.  
e. “At the Chicago Summit Meeting of the International Council on Biblical Inerrancy in October 1978, several hundred key evangelical leaders signed this testament: “Being wholly and verbally God-given, Scripture is without error or fault in all its teaching, no less in what it states about God’s acts in creation about the events of world history, and about its own literary origins under God, than in its witness to God’s saving grace in individual lives.”

� Dr. Bill Bennett, The Handbook for Beginners, New Hanover Printing, Wilmington, NC, p. 22.
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� Dan Hayden, Did God Write the Bible, Crossway Books, Wheaton Illinois, 2007, p. 113.


� An Address to the People, the founding document of the CBF dated May 9, 1991, says, "We interpret the Bible differently… We also have a different understanding of the nature of the Bible… The Bible neither claims nor reveals inerrancy as a Christian teaching."


� Ibid. p. 24-25.
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